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Home Office minister Lynne Featherstone announced in Manchester on Monday 14 November a consultation with stakeholders and victims on stalking. The review will examine the legislation, training for practitioners, as well as how best to protect victims. The consultation will last until February 5th 2012.  The announcement is a clear response to pressure from our campaign.
It is essential therefore that the campaign continues vigorously and that we attempt to influence the outcome of the consultation.  What is needed is not just a stalking law, that is only part of the solution. We also seek victim advocacy, mandatory training, risk assessments, stronger sentence guidelines and sentences, treatment and psychological assessment for perpetrators, changes to the Bail Act, court reports that take into account courses of conduct and social history amongst other things.

Your help

We will be asking supporters to access the consultation website over the next few weeks in support of our campaign objectives.  Further details and guidance will follow in the next bulletin.

Critical debate in the Lords

There will be a debate and possible vote in the House of Lords in December on the need for a specific stalking law.  We have drafted two amendments which have been tabled, to the Protection of Freedoms Bill.  The first would amend Section 2 of the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 – the offence of harassment. It would ensure the offence is triable in both the crown and magistrates courts.  
Currently it is magistrates only.  If the change were implemented the maximum sentence would 
increase to five years rather than the current six months. It would also restore the power to search and seize property from the perpetrators home address, which the police lost in 2005.  The second amendment deletes Section 4 of the 1997 Act – putting a person in fear of violence – in its entirety and replaces it with a version of the recent Scottish stalking law.

Together the amendments are a clear signal to the judiciary, criminal justice professionals and politicians of the seriousness of stalking behaviour and ought to encourage the courts to 
take into account the course of conduct of the 
perpetrator before sentence.  The law in Scotland in its first four months saw a staggering 70 fold increase in the number of persons charged with stalking. 
The amendments will be tabled by the Shadow Leader of the House of Lords, Baroness Royall.  
So far it is also being supported by individual members of the Liberal Democrat Party and by the Cross Bench Group of independent Peers.  We have prepared 11 briefings for this major event, which will inform the contributions from members of the Lords.  Since June we have been engaged in a twin track campaign within parliament but also outside as well.  This campaign has involved meeting Peers and MPs separately from all political parties.  

Protection Against Stalking published the results of its major survey into the views of victims of stalking and about how they are treated by the criminal justice system.  The report, which collates the views of over 140 victims of stalking, reveals deep dissatisfaction with criminal justice professionals, secondary victimisation by the system, a lack of confidence in the judicial process and the horrific long term nature of stalking behaviour.  

The vast majority, 72%, of those taking part in the survey report being unhappy with the criminal justice system’s response as a whole.  

The findings show that over two thirds of women did contact the police about being stalked and 65% of the total number in the survey were not satisfied with the police response.   One victim said: “They failed to act; released him without charge despite a witness statement; they accepted his sob story and being contrite and allowed him to continue with his behaviour the minute he was released”.  

Victims report similar dissatisfaction with the Crown Prosecution Service.  A staggering 78% said the CPS was not involved with the case and 70% of the total were not satisfied with the CPS response when they were involved.  In the cases where a charge was laid the perpetrators were charged with breaching an injunction, some were charged with harassment, assault, child abuse, nuisance phone calls, assaulting a police officer or under the Postal Communications Act. A few were given cautions and others a warning.
The victims themselves believe the case for changes to the law is overwhelming.   When asked what would have made victims feel more supported and protected one victim stated: “Where do I begin, there is no support for victims”.  Another felt there should be consistent training for the police and magistrates.

The report of the findings got prominent coverage in the media.  In a press statement Laura Richards from PAS, the author of the report, said: “Stalking is not fully understood by criminal justice professionals and too often the stalking pattern is missed.  This results in a low priority being afforded to cases by all professionals in the criminal justice system.  Victims pay with their lives. 
The findings of the survey are shocking.  Victims have little if any confidence in the police, prosecution or the rest of the criminal justice system.  They feel let down, unsupported and unprotected”.
Harry Fletcher, Napo, said: “The survey shows beyond all reasonable doubt that victims of stalking do not receive fair and equable treatment from the criminal justice system”.
The report will form part of PAS’s evidence to the unique parliamentary inquiry into stalking law reform which is due to hold its final evidence session on 24 November.   A full copy of the survey analysis can be downloaded from: www.protectionagainststalking.org
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European Union (EU) Directive 


for Victims and Witnesses





Why This Is Important - The EU is currently negotiating a new Directive, giving stronger rights to victims of crime across all Member States. The Directive includes right to information, protection and right to access victim support services. Current negotiations threaten to weaken the Directive, which would prevent fundamental improvements and leave victims without access to appropriate rights and services. We call on all EU institutions and Member States to unite in our efforts to support the new Directive to provide stronger rights and protection for victims of crime in Europe.


Please complete this important petition to support and protect the human rights of victims across the UK and all European States. This petition will be handed to the Justice Commissioner and the President of the European Commission by Victim Support Europe hoping that they will ensure that the negotiations of the EU Directive is not diluted but will provide strong rights and services for victims of crime. 





You can access the petition on:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.change.org/petitions/victim-support-europe-give-eu-victims-of-crime-access-to-stronger-rights-and-support-services" �http://www.change.org/petitions/victim-support-europe-give-eu-victims-of-crime-access-to-stronger-rights-and-support-services�


�Please send this onto as many people and networks as you can.
















