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The report of the inquiry into stalking law reform, together with 30 recommendations and a draft parliamentary Bill was launched in the House of Lords on 7th February.  

Over 90 friends of the campaign and 15 parliamentarians attended the event.  The media coverage was phenomenal with over 300 national and local TV, radio and press mentions on the day. 

The campaign team – the advisors, Tracey Morgan, Sam Taylor, Tricia Bernal and Claire Waxman – were involved in countless interviews during the day along with the chairman, Elfyn Llwyd  and other parliamentarians who also took part in TV and radio interviews throughout the day.

The report concludes that the existing laws on harassment and stalking are not ‘fit for purpose’ fifteen years on and that fundamental reform is needed.

Specifically the recommendations call for an offence of stalking to be introduced into legislation in England and Wales without delay.  The report also calls for fundamental changes to training, risk assessment of victims and treatment and sentencing of offenders.  Critically the report also calls for the establishment of a Victims’ Advocacy Scheme to signpost and support victims of stalking through the criminal justice system.

The inquiry panel consisted of 15 active members of all Parties and both Houses, with 120 parliamentarians in support.  The panel heard the harrowing experiences of victims of stalking and harassment and also took evidence from many others including 
The National Stalking Helpline, the Chairman of Suzy Lamplugh Trust, police officers, lawyers, the Victims Commissioner, the National Centre for Cyberstalking Research, Magistrates Association and Probation staff. 

Victims of stalking, in person as well as through the Victim’s Voice survey carried out by PAS, overwhelmingly informed the inquiry that they had little confidence in the justice system and many felt their complaints were not taken seriously by the police. In the rare event allegations were pursued by the Crown Prosecution Service plea bargaining was prevalent, along with ill prepared 
prosecutors who often had little or no knowledge of stalking, endless delays and adjournments which caused high levels 
of stress and anxiety, and many cases resulted in light sentences which did not reflect the seriousness of the stalking.  The inquiry also concluded that training of all criminal justice professionals was woefully inadequate and that mandatory responsibility needed to be placed on the relevant Secretary of State to ensure that training programmes were in place.  
The report also concludes that victims should have a Bill of Rights, rather than codes and charters, that the background and offending history of offenders should be made available to sentencers, that specific treatment programmes needed to be developed for perpetrators, and that changes to the Bail Act were needed to ensure that those charged with serious sexual or violent offences were not bailed. 

The inquiry also concluded that the human rights of victims should be paramount in proceedings, that restrictions should be placed on the use of phones, IT and letters for perpetrators who were jailed, that sentencing guidelines should be revised to reflect the serious nature of stalking and that courts should take the offender’s previous behaviour into account rather than just  the index offence. 

Panel members spoke to the media during the day.  Elfyn Llwyd, Chair of the inquiry said:  “Stalking is a crime which shatters lives – but for too long, it has remained a hidden crime, which victims have been reluctant to report, fearing that they wouldn’t be taken seriously”.
Robert Buckland (Cons) said:  “Make no mistake, stalking is a serious offence that can lead to violence, sexual abuse and even murder.  The need for better recording of these crimes, more training and greater awareness by all agencies involved is also clear.  I hope that our recommendations will be adopted.”
Baroness Brinton (Lib Dem) (pictured below) commented: “I hope that the Government will respond quickly to make it happen before more lives are ruined, and worse, lost.” 

Baroness Gibson (Lab) said: “What has perhaps been most striking in the evidence the inquiry has heard is that practitioners, legal experts and victims of stalking all believe that a fundamental change is needed to the approach the criminal justice system has to victims and perpetrators of stalking”. 

Further debate on stalking in the Lords
ON Monday 6th February Baroness Royall, Leader of the Opposition in the House of Lords, moved the first two clauses of the campaign Bill at the report stage of the Protection of Freedoms Bill.  The first clause allowed for the charge of harassment to be triable in the crown court as well as the magistrates and the second introduced a version of the stalking law which is current in Scotland. 

The Baroness thanked the advisors, Protection Against Stalking and Napo, for their work over the last six months and that sentiment was echoed by Baroness Brinton (Lib Dem) and Baroness Howe (CB) who also took part in the debate.
Replying for the government, Lord Henley was extremely sympathetic but felt that the timing of the debate was wrong.  The Home Office consultation finished the day before and the unique people’s inquiry the following day.  He therefore asked that the matter be withdrawn but promised there would be urgent consideration of the need for change by the Ministry of Justice.  The amendments might be debated again at the final stages of the Bill at third reading.

Next Steps

Advisors and the team will continue to campaign, both in and out of parliament, for the recommendations and the draft Bill to be implemented.  A meeting will be held with the Prime Minister and other Ministers will be seen in the run-up to the Queen’s Speech in May.

Contact will be made with bishops and cross benchers in the House of Lords to gain further support.  The advisors will also continue to meet and gain support from justice groups, women’s organisation, trade unions and the field of commerce.  The ultimate goal is that the Bill becomes law.  



Fantastic launch of stalking inquiry report








Download a copy of the full report from the PAS website www.protectionagainststalking.org


or email Kath Falcon @  � HYPERLINK "mailto:kfalcon@napo.org.uk" ��kfalcon@napo.org.uk�  
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Prime Minister’s Question 





The view of Lord Henley was echoed in a very encouraging exchange between Elfyn Llwyd and the Prime Minister on Wednesday 8th February.  





Elfyn Llwyd: “Yesterday the all party independent group on stalking published its report.  The Prime Minister knows of my interest in that subject and the government consultation concluded yesterday.  Will he please meet with me and a small group of members of that all party group to discuss the urgent need for a stalking law?”








The Prime Minister: “We take this issue seriously and will be happy to meet with you and the Right Hon Gentlemen and discuss it.  I know that he has had a consultation with the Home Office.  We all want to get the issue right and if there is a need for legislative change there may well be opportunities in the next session for that sort of criminal justice legislation.  I will happily meet the Right Hon Gentleman and talk with him about it.  I hope that the meeting will occur within the next four to eight weeks.”











THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED INTEREST AND SUPPPORT





WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 





Lobby your MP





During the next few weeks we will be asking our supporters who receive this e-bulletin to lobby their MPs. 





We will provide templates and material for you to use








If you would like a colleague to receive our regular e-bulletins just  contact Kath Falcon at  kfalcon@napo.org.uk










